Zhe Washin

By Wayne Whipple
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Day of 1921, which we observe pext
Tuesday, we sbould stop %o consider what
the flag of tomorrow will be. And we can
best do this by comsidering for & moment
the evolution of our natiomal emblem from
ts inception with the birth of the Nation.
bad a flag—even before we hal
¢ . of the United Colonies
& height in Cambridge across
plain sight of the British in
New Year's Duy, 1778. On the
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“"lnltl-mhnni'iﬂndﬁl
of His Majesty's most gracious speech,
bresthing psentiments of tenderness and
compassion for his deluded American sub-
Jeeta. * * * The speech I send you

The

flag of the United Colonies was

on a height in Cambridge

the river in plain sight of the

in Boston on New Year's
Day, 1776

A volume of them was sent out by the Bos-
ton geatry, and, farcical enough, we gave
great joy to them (the ‘red-coats,’ I mean)
without knowing or intending it, for en that
day, the day which gave being to our mew
army, but befors the proclamation came to
band, we had hoisted the Union flag in com-
pliment to the United Colonies. But behold,
it was received in Boston as a token of
the deep impression the speech had made on
us, and as a signal of submission. So we
learn by a personm out of Boston last night.
By thia time I presums they think it strange
that we have not made a formal surrender
of our lives.” .

As some of the flags borne by the Ameri-
cans showed a rattlesnake and the legend,
“Don’t Tread on Me!"" the British naturally
sccepted the substitution of their Union Jack
to mean that the ‘‘rebel rabble’ had come
to their senses and had raised the pew flag
to prove their loyalty. It was meant to
show that the Colonies had joined together
to fight for their rights as British subjects.

Some authorities state that General Wash-
ington got bis idea for the five-pointed star
in the first fag of the United States from
the coat of arms of his ancestors in Eng-
land. But royal arms and noble crests, just
st that juncture of affalrs, were signs of
unfair privilege—the very things the people
of the English Colonies in America were ris-
ing up against. Therefore, it would have
been worse than foolish for the Revolution-
ary commander-in-chief to inject his fam-
fly crest into the emsign of insurgency.
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Junk Pile?

By Charles W. Duke

*You moy breck, you moy shatter, the vase

if you will, -
But the soent of the roser will eling to it
ablL" —Tom Moore,

LL aboard, sons and daughters of

BRomance! If your blood tingles at the
sight of the Midnight Express sweeping
through the dark, skimming the rails with a
swish and & voar, gather close., If you never
knew that a locomofive bas a soul read here
the story of old “'999," aged in point of
years, but possessed of the Iimperishable
spirit of youth that refuses te grow old or

3

Dest remember the old ‘0997 In her
was the most famous engine that
& railway train. Nearly thirty
was drawing the Empire
from New York City te
covering the 439 miles in eight
with stops at Albany, Utica, Byra-
Rochester. Everybody knew about
L The “‘eld girl's’’ pleture was
roundhouse, in every caboose, aver
nearly ever master mechanie in
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bave come and gooe as the yearns
a and go, and “'099"" had almost
our memory, until the other day
ppened to read something abowt the
mous old engine. It was a report from
Utica, N. Y., that sur beloved ‘099" of
eur youth had gome to the scrap heap.
Grand old speed queen that steamed proudly
to the World's Fair in Chicago to be

acclaimed & champien mow reduced to serap
fron!
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But wait, Our interest in the oncl;mﬂ::w-'
. * prompted us to make a e in-
rj‘.m_ To the beadquarters of the
New York Central and Hudson River Rail-
way Co., in the Grand Central Terminal,
New York, we directed a query: “‘Is it true
that old ‘909’ bas gone to the bomeyard
whers sleep the once proud mistresses of yes-
.t
" our joy when the reply came
back: “Old ‘900’ is still in service.” Con;

‘our overflowing joy when we were told

sider that this same old engine, ber
l'll.lﬁh changed, was actually serving back
nam in our own bome town in central
PMI'BBI!I tvania! Can you beat it?

Our own home town is Jersey Bhore, a

of 7000, ten miles north of the city

:';W. 1t is the southern terminal
of the Pennsylvania division of the New
York Central. From the town 'of our youth
s single-track raflroad famous as the old
Beech Creek Railroad radiates out through
the Clearfield county bituminous coal region.
1t was over this very line of road, mind you,
that the old 980" now travels every day
of her life—OUR raiiroad.

Think how the mighty have fallen! Once
the proud leader of the vaunted Empire
BState Express: now a pathetic old figure

HOW THE STARS AND ST

declared for separation and independemce
required more a skiliful geedle—a brave
beart, a ready wit and a discreet tongue. To
Betay Ross, possessing all these,

ed the immortal honor of being

make the first flag of United Btates.
Washington's 1.:-.3-'::- of the mean-
ing of the flag he had designed not enly re-

T.mhanulluldaumm.
than

futea the assertion that be took the stars
. from his family erest, but it also revesls
the real reamson altering the form of
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the star at Mrs. Ross’

the -meaning of the

commander-in-chief wrote
We take the star from
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bave n;nr'm- ber, and

sball go down to
senting Nberty,
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teen United Btates be , al-
ternate red and white; and the union be
rteen stars, white in a » TP~

resenting & Dew

INTBllmlln—ththm.
according to Trumbull and Peale, the
military painters of that day, the stars were
set in a circie—either with thirtees' in the

the ensign, not of a momafch or over-lord,
but of the sovereign peiple, the widest pos-
sible lstitude was allowed in the arrange.
ment of the “‘new constellation’’—the only
fized condition being that there shéuld be
thirteen. No American should consider
thirteen an unlucky number.

The first flag of the United States,

made by Betsy Ross and shown in

Peale’s painting of Washington
Crossing the Delaware

In 1782, the year after the British sur-
render at Yorktown, Congress found ee-
casion to adopt the great seal of the United
States. In this the thirteen five-pointed
stars were set in the form of a large British
six-pointed star, as {f in recognition of their
English language and ancestry.

In 1785, as Vermont and Kentucky had
come into the Union, Congress passed a
resolution increasing both stars and stripes
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seal of the United States, adopted in 1782; the twenty-
five stars in circle, enlarged from Washington's design

the States added

the first century; while the ten-
admitted since 1876, New

stars to be inserted in this circle st equal intervals

to fifteen; and although Temnesses, Ohlo
and Leuisiana had been admitted to the
Union before the War of 1512, the flag float-
ing ever Fort McHenry in Beptember, 1814,
was eof the fifteen-star and fifteen-stripe
kind and, in this particular instance, the
stars were placed in three rows of five each.

It was an ensign of this exceptional ar-
rangement which Francis Scott Key saw
while & temporary prisoner on a British
ship of war the night that he wrote ‘“The
Btar Spangled Banner'' during the unsue-
cessful attack of the British on Fort Me-
Heary.

But the commonest flag from 1785 to
1818—the emsign under which most of the
battles of the War of 1812 were fought—
bad a circle of ten stars, with five more
placed outside in such a way as to arrange
the whole fifteen in the form of a rude
five-pointed ster.

I8 design evidently suggested to Cap-

tain Samuel Chester Reld the idea of set-
ting all the stars in an exact five-pointed
star.. In 1818 Indiana and Mississippi had
been admitted, inereasing the stars to twenty,
Becuring the co-operation of Peter H.
Wendover, a member of Congress from New
York City, Captain Reid agitated the ques-
tion of a fixed arrapgement for the stars
in the flag. But Congress saw that the
addition of other stars to the twenty shown
in the captain’s design would soon render a
regular five-pointed setting impossible. 8o
it passed the act, which President Monroe
signed on April 4, 1818, declaring ‘‘that
from and after the fourth day of July,
1818, the flag of the United States be thir-

teen borizontal stripes, alternate red and
white; that the umion bave tweaty stars,
white in a blue fleld, and that on the ad-
mission of every new State into the Unilon,
one star be added to the union of the flag;
and that such addition shall take effect on
the Fourth of July sugceeding such admis-
Elon.

By this aet Congress went to the oppo-
site extrewe, giving infinite latitude in the
star arrangement-—even more than that im-
plied by ‘‘representing a new constellation'
in the original resolution adopting the flag.

The admission, within three years from
the final Flag Act of Congress, of Illinols,
Alabama, Maine and Missouri, proved the
decision to bave been justified, for those
four stars would have broken up Captain
Reid's design. Then it was fifteen years be-
fore anotber State came in; but in the four-
teen years following that, seven—Arkansas,
Michigan, Florida, Texas, lowa, Wisconsin
and California—were added. After another
lull of eight years, seven more—Minnesota,
Oregon, Kansas, West Virginia, Nevada,
Nebraska and Colorado—followed one an-
other. Colorado was called ‘‘the Centen-
nial State’” because it was admitted in 1878.
There were now, at the end of the first hun-
dred years of our history, thirty-eight States
in the Unien.

It was because there were mo many star-
circle flags on the Northern side in the Civil
War that the Confederates were forced to
withdraw their first ensign, which they had
made like Washington's, some having thir-
teen stars in a ring; for this they substi-
tuted “the Southern Cross'" as a battle flag
berause, in the smoke of action. the North-

The grand old veteran “999” that drew the Empire State Express in 1893

Not for the Old Empif
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and startled the world with a new speed record of 112,5 miles an hour. In

her day “999" was queen of them all

laboring up the grades of a single-track
coal mountain road!

Up there in Jersey Bhore we found the
old "‘990." Bhe was ready for the day's
journey up the winding Beech Creek into
Clearfield and Patton, a run of about 120
miles. Did you ever hear ‘of the Beech
Creek? It has eurves and grades and then
more curves and grades. In the days when
Teddy Roosevelt was orgamising his famous
Rough Riders for the Spanish-American
War they used to say that any chap who had
ever worked on the Beech Creek was quali-
fied for a place in the fromt ranks of the
““Rough Riders.”

How the ‘999" has changed! Her old
oumber has disappeared altogether, Now
she is known as the **1088."" It was twenty-
nine years ago that the Empire State Ex-
press made its first western trip from New
York to Buffalo. The ‘999" came from ths
West Albany sheps of the New York
tral in 1898,

g

What a shout went up in 1808 when old
“998," with a few preliminary trial heats,
picked up her Empire Btate Express gad
peeled off & new speed record of 112.5 miles
an hour. In our railroad town the mews
created & semsation.

But look at the “‘009"'—now the *‘1088"
—as we saw her the other day ready for o
trip up the Beech H

‘“What's the best speed she ean do now P
we asked “The Little Fellow™ up in the eah
window. By “The Little Fellow'* wy megs
the engineer of the "'1086." Hps iy gueh o
little shaver of an engineer, silver-topped
inm.rmdndm!n-hq.,.
and nights of serviee They can tuck him

T reckon she can do about sixty miley
hour when we give her the go,"’ amiled bgek
“The Little Fellow."*

Our eyes wandered up over the profile
of the dethroned champion.

“About how many years’ serviss da sem

—set in rows

the blue feld that mot another star ean
be added without a radical change in the
grouping.

As the size, shape and proportions of the
canton have been fixed by orders from
the War and Navy Departments, the addi-
tion of another row in the union would mean

the making of the stars still smaller. 1f .

this were done they would soon Jose thelr
strength and character, as with the stripes.
if their number had been increased to forty-
eight. Bioce this limitation has been an-
“ticipated for generations, bundreds of de-
signs have béen sent in to obviate the dif-
culty which reached the crisis in 1012, Many
so-called solutions are fantastic reminders
of the rattiesnske flags before the Revolu-
tion. Others bave been more reasonable,
but they would have been practicable only
for a short period. One method was known
as “‘staggering’’ the stars—placing them zig-
zag instead of in straight rows as now—
but this seemed to the authorities neither

The popular flag of the War of 1812,
with fifteen stripes, as used from
1795 ta 1820

symmetrical nor enduring. Another theory
was to scatter the stars in the blue *‘like
the stars in the sky,”" but, while this sounded
plausible, the effert of celestial constells-
tions could mot be gained by it because of
lack of space and the different sizes of the
wters of heaven. Instead of getting the effect
of the Geavens at might, it looked like a
large number of white paper stars, all the
same size, spilled on a_ blue cloth. \
The arrangement, mow ubanimously ap-

suppose she still has in her old bones?"
we inquired, recalling Dame Rumor's re-
port that *"090"" was on her way to the
boneyard.

**Well, our master mechanie, C. P. Diehr,
says she's good for ten or twelve years' more
service,"" replied “"The Little Fellow.” And
in & moment he added: “‘You can't kill this
old gal—she's got a lot of kick in her yet.
Bhe's a proud old engine—too proud te
die.””

The little engineer climbed down from
the cab and told us how the ““900''—or the
_""1086"'— :oes singing on her way every day.
Taking the ups and downs of life with the
same spirit she possessed in the days of
ber youth. Once in & while she may falter,
but alwars the “‘1086'" delivers ber passen-
gers at the other end of the line.

““Has she figured in any bad wrecks or
smashups? Has she killed amybody since

N

.and steel

The 1921 model of railway locom
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the several territories. bas nearly enough

“Old Glory™ teday, showing hew the
country’s growth and progress have
made a change in the setting of the
stars inevitable in the more or less
distant future

population, such as it is, to be entitied to
admission te the Urion.

There are several States also that are
becoming unwieldy through their great ex-
tent and diversity of interests. In time
these will be forced to divide somewhat as
Virginia and Dakota did.

And so our bistory has bees crystallised
o the “Flag of the Future' which might
as well be samed the ““Flag of the Past,™
since it embodies the flag of Washington,
amplified through the War of 1812

This srrangement bas been regarded with
favor by experts and authorities in three
Administrations. It has been looked upon
with approva! by millions of pecple, both
North and South, from the Atlaptic to the
Pacific. It bas figured in presidestial in-
sugurations and has been sold in all parts
of the United States with the silent sane-
tion of the Government. It has been com-
sidered and approved by the joint board of
the Army and Navy Departments, which
was so favorable to its adoption & year age
that the writer was asked by high offcials
in the White House to interpret the deep
and high meaning of the Nation's ensign
vhich has been evolved from the design of
Washington down to the present and oa
through all the ages of the futvie.

e State Locomotive! She’s Still on Duty

she came to the Beech Creek™" we again
addressed the engineer,

“No, sir,”" he replied empbatically. *1
would have you know there is mo berter
behaved Jocomotive in all the world. As
docile as & lamb; as patient as ap ox: as
faithful as a dog—that's the old ‘90Q." **

There was genuine admirstion in the
eyes of ““The Little Fellow." Removing
& grimy glove, be bestowed an affectionate
pat on the side of the locomotivg tender.
Only a railroad boy reared in s railroad
town ‘can know as we do the engineer’s
affection for his pet.

“About bow wmuch of a Joad can she
baul?’ was asked.

“Well, it all depends on the grade ™
came the answer. “‘About four passenger
cars is ber limit on the Beech Creek. Out
on the level she can take care of eight
or ten roaches **

“And does she grunt and puf or ever
lie down on you '

“Never complains, my boy. Handie ber
properly apd sbe responds withoumt 2 mure
mur. I tell you, this Ia o buman engine,
Think of her glorious past! She bhas O
thing to live for.”

Our interest in the *989" i more thas
nnr&!ml‘!l'!ﬂ!ilorapmdlru.ll
steel. Ours is & sentimental affection for
the veteran engine born out of an intimate
relationship with the omce proud speed
champion. For not the least sarprisiag
feature of our visit to our old bome towp—
Jersey Shore—to have s look &t the famous
locomotive was the revelation that the em-
gineer who caresses the throttle of the
“'900""—the “‘Little Fellow" we bhave re-
ferred to above—is none eother tham oup
own dad!

otive—the massive steed o iron

representing the ultimate in modern engine building.
This is the famous Empire State Express of toduy
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